
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This book is an excert from my 340 great ideas to make extra $$$ 
business ideas book. 

 
Written by Michelle Pavel, Business Educator  

Helping business owners see new possibilities in their business! 
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Hello and thanks for purchasing my 5 best business ideas ebook 
The ideas included in this ebook are solely suggestions for possible new ventures 
you could start up. Some of these ideas involve a lot more work than others and 
will depend on your personality, lifestyle, and environment to make them 
successful. 
Although I believe these ideas are original and have the potential for profit, you must do your 
own research to establish if the idea is under patent or trademark, has marketability, if you 
have the skills and experience to manage it, if you have the money to establish the business, 
infringes copyright, and so on. You must also obtain advice as to whether the idea requires a 
particular licence to operate in your district. 

bestbuys4business.com provides this book purely for information purposes and is not 
responsible for any failure by a vendor to successfully conduct a business/hobby outlined in 
this ebook. If you would like help with setting up a business for any of these niche topics 
check your local council because they usually have some great free services and advice, or 
write to me at advice@bestbuys4business.com to discuss your requirements. I can then point 
you in the right direction for starting up and provide you with a quote for coming up with 
name ideas, logos, advertisements, marketing campaigns, business plan, blog, and so on. 

You do not have permission to distribute or share this ebook. We have the means to check 
the web for copyright infringement. I would recommend, if you would like to share this book 
you apply for an affiliate partnership on the full book, so that you may also make 50% 
commission. 

 

Start enjoying your work? 
 

• start a home based business 
• start a small local business 

• start a franchise 
• make money from a hobby  

• start up a non-profit organisation  
• build an empire 
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Thoughts before you start a business  
The world is a huge place, just because someone else has the same or similar idea doesn’t 
mean you too can’t use that same concept to develop your own distinctive product or service.   

Be guarded when sharing your idea, it is a good idea to consider whether you need a non-
disclosure agreement to be signed between parties you are discussing your idea with. This will 
protect you somewhat. Seek legal advice with a patent attorney or small business advisory 
service before proceeding with an idea, you can usually speak with someone free for the first 
consultation and you are guaranteed confidentiality. 

Competition is good, but stealing and infringing copyright on someone else’s product/service 
is not. I recommend you do your homework before you start any venture! 

Quick tips on marketing and advertising 
Marketing and advertising can be very expensive, but if you are smart you can easily get free 
publicity in your local paper or other media, and you can create a website or blog. 

Advertising could include local and national newspapers, local shop windows, local or global 
magazines, internet advertising, coupons, and much more.  

If you suck at marketing or advertising, consider hiring a freelance assistant or design / 
marketing student looking for experience. Stick to what you are good at and get someone to 
help you do the stuff they are good at. Plus, you get to spend more time working on your 
business.  

You may not like selling but you can hire someone to do it for you. If funds are tight use a 
commission only incentive (create an affiliate program if selling online). If you have funding, 
hire someone that has experience in your market, they could also conduct surveys in your 
area to help you target your sales and marketing drive. 

Providing a free delivery service is invaluable and could bring in extra business, even if you 
are the dearest in town. You can factor in your costs for delivery and make a deal with local 
delivery company so you can offer delivery for free or at reasonable prices. 

Always consider if the idea is suitable for advertising on multiple mediums such as print, 
online (internet), shop front, markets, door knocking, or mail order. The location of your 
business should be determined by your target market (ie. the type of customer you are trying 
to attract), do they shop online or read the papers for example. 

My free 47 business booster cheats ebook has more tips on marketing. Sign up to my 
newsletter on www.bestbuys4business.com to collect your free copy. 

 

Visit my blog, signup for the newsletter and you will receive the 
link to your free ‘47 business booster cheats’ in your newsletter. 
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Let’s get started tips 
Use your imagination to develop any idea further and make your 
business stand out from the crowd. Even if someone else in your 
area has the same idea you can make yours different and/or 
better in terms of quality and customer service. You could even 
consider going into partnership with them, as you obviously 

think the idea has potential. Modify the idea by putting your own twist on it to 
make it more unique and interesting and maybe create a set of products or services 
that can be sold to complement your business.  

Keep your business simple by not trying to do everything yourself. It does not have 
to be perfect to get started.  

Please read through each of these ideas, they may not spark your interest in 
particular but they may spark another idea that could get your started on the 
journey to your own business. 

Here are my 5 best & unique business ideas for 2012 

1. Employ graphite artists to use their talents for advertising  

Do you ever look at graphite and think how talented the artists are, but what 
a waste? What if you could use those talents to make money and beautify 
your area?  

As you know, old buildings are an eye sore, especially those along the train 
line. Visit those building owners and ask them if you can lease the side of the 
building (they win and you win). You then sell that space for advertising 
(that is where you make money) to local or national companies. In your 
contract with the building owner make sure it is clear what you want to use 
the space for and if possible, only pay when it is being used.  

I don’t know about where you live, but here it is $1000’s to rent a billboard 
for one (1) month. Image how much you could make on a building 
advertisement. Your business model could include monthly or annual 
advertisements and different locations could demand higher prices, such as 
in high traffic areas where you could either limit the advertisement to a term 
(say 1 month) or increase the price to meet demand.  

You would need to act like an advertising agency in some way, ensuring you 
obtain detailed information on what the client needs and their target 
audience to guarantee the location suits them.  

Include in your service to the client a drawn concept by the graphite artist; 
this would be signed off when approved. Artists could even use an existing 
campaign the client is running, as it would have a different look and feel in 
graphite style. Then contract the artists to paint the advertisement on the 
side of the building to match the approved concept.   

This type of business can clean up the area; give the graphite artists work 
that uses their talents; have huge potential to go national; and could be lots 
of fun. Image the publicity you could get on a project like this using the 
community feel. 
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2. Create kids dress up boxes 

This is one of my very favourite ideas. As you probably know, kids love to 
dress up, but buying new dress up clothes these days can be really 
expensive. Kids also grow out of them so fast and change their minds on 
what they like (I have heaps in my cupboard going to waste). 

This idea involves creating dress up boxes for boys & girls from age 5 to 10 
for rent or sale.  

You can create your boxes from op shops, markets, make outfits  yourself, 
buy wholesale, hire someone from a developing country to make specific 
costumes, put an advertisement in the paper for offer to buy dress up 
clothes, ask grandparents and their friends, or go door to door. Don’t forget 
to include hats, jewellery, scarves, bandanas, and shoes.  

The kids will absolutely love it. 

Your business model could include renting and/or selling boxes for kids’ 
parties (even party companies); to grandparents looking for ideas to keep 
their grandchildren busy and entertained; to family daycare & centres; or 
just for parents to keep at home.  

If you promote renting over selling there are two benefits, (1) kids get a 
variety, and (2) you continue to capitalise on the initial setup cost.  

I particularly like the idea of the kids party dress up box, you could create 
theme boxes for popular topics such as pirates which could include 
mermaides, maidens, pirates, parrot, plastic swords, flag, eye patches, and 
so on. 

The list is endless for this idea you could even sell dress up cartons on ebay. 

If there is a costume shop in your area, consider different ideas so you can 
work together instead of competing. 

3. Create a workshop for mums and dads to learn simple hairdressing 
tricks  

I had this idea when brainstorming with a hairdresser on some ideas to work 
from home. You have to love working with kids on this one.  

Mums and Dads usually don’t have much flair or ability when it comes to 
hairstyling, but it can be learned.  

This idea involves teaching mums, dads, carers, and grandparents some hair 
styling and grooming techniques for braiding, beading, upstyles, brushing, 
and combing (without getting the grunts and groans) they can do with their 
child. I think it is a great bonding idea and could be a lot of fun. 

With this idea you could do ‘in home’ workshops for parties or small groups 
and charge a per head fee that covers travel, time, and expenses or you 
could operate from your own home where everything is setup and the work 
is minimal for you.  

You could also build up a timetable of appointments with different clients, 
offer school holiday 3-4 hour workshops, and expand to offer workshops for 
any age group teaching the same techniques.  
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4. Develop staff suggestion schemes  

Now this idea is my area of interest. I am into business improvement and I 
think this is an area that is grossly overlooked. 

It involves conducting confidential surveys with staff on behalf of your client; 
a small business owner with 5-100 employees. Corporations may do this on 
occasion but rarely is it done by small business because of the business 
owner being so involved with their staff they feel uncomfortable asking 
questions and staff sometimes feel uncomfortable with ‘telling the truth’. 

Surveys written properly and briefly will provide business owners with a clear 
idea of their staff satisfaction levels, areas of improvement, areas of growth, 
areas of concern, and so on.  

Imagine if you could help a business owner by identifying staff that would 
like to contribute in areas of the business not previously considered 
accessible. For example: a staff member working in accounting may have 
studied and have a passion for online marketing. Wouldn’t it be beneficial for 
the business owner to keep that staff member on the team, put them in a 
role they love, and keep that knowledge in the business to train someone 
else in accounting or outsource it. It’s a win-win. 

You could also discover if staff feel appreciated, valued, underpaid, stressed, 
disrespected, respected, included and what things they may need to make 
their work environment a lot more enjoyable. Simple things like regular 
meetings where their input is required, morning tea gatherings once a 
month, social club, one-on-one manager meetings, process improvements, 
and so much more. 

Your own research will discover the best type of suggestion scheme suited to 
different types of businesses. Depending on the outcome of the survey and 
your skills and experience, you could also sell your services to the business 
owner to help carry out improvements, develop staff training programs, 
setup systems and so much more. 

5. Start up a ‘granny babysitter’ club 

Often there are grandparents that like away from their grandchildren and 
miss them terribly. These grandmothers may be available to baby sit children 
in the local area, so that couples can go out for an evening or afternoon. 

In addition, often kids are missing their own grandparents and would love to 
have someone like them around. Sometimes teenagers looking after kids can 
be irresponsible and teach young children bad habits.  

Grandma could talk to the kids about things she did when she was young, 
how she used to keep herself busy, how she went about daily chores, what 
she did for her career, and so on. She can also colour in, watch movies, 
make craft items, and bake. 

Grandpa could do the same based on his interests. 

I think this concept teaches the kids to be interested in elderly people and to 
communicate with them confidently. Also, the granny sitter will have a nice 
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experience and it would keep their mind active and put excitement in their 
week. 

Offer the service on a regular or adhoc basis, with a limit on time of return 
(ie. midnight). You may need a licence for this idea, so find out first what 
you need before setting anything up. 

EXTRA IDEA FOR FREE ☺ 

6. Become an ‘in the home’ consultant on allergy free foods 

If you are a parent of a child with a food allergy of some sort you would 
completely understand how complex and frustrating it can be trying to sort 
out what to feed your child and where to buy suitable foods. 

If not, I will tell you from my experience (my sister has a child that could die 
from eating any egg product) that parents find it hard to understand all the 
types of allergies associated with foods. It is an area that you can do a lot of 
research on, but when it comes to buying everything it takes a lot of work 
and can be very frustrating and complicated.   

Providing a service that teaches parents and grandparents about purchasing 
& cooking allergy free foods including gluten free, peanut free, and egg free 
for their loved ones could be extremely rewarding and very profitable. You 
should tailor your service to suit the needs of the family, such as their 
specific allergy concerns. 

This is an area that is increasingly becoming a problem and I can see a lot of 
growth potential. You could even develop DVDs and books to compliment 
your service with topics such as how to select products, what the numbers 
mean on the labels, how to read the labels, how ingredients and additives 
affect different types of allergies, and so on. 

Different business models could include ‘in home’ service, cooking school, 
holiday program, school home economics/food technology classes, and more. 
It could include taking people shopping, explaining the benefits/problems 
with what they have in their cupboard, and giving ideas for improvement. 

 

So that’s it, what did you think? Did you find anything that excites you? If not, you 
may find something exciting in the rest of my book with over 300 more ideas to 
choose from. For more business ideas, sign up to my newsletter at 
http://www.ideasforhomebusinesses.com.au to receive notification when the full 
book is published. 

 
Thanks Michelle 

PS. As a thank you for purchasing this book, I have setup the following code ‘5NBI’ 
on the checkout for my 340 ideas book on the above site, where you will receive 
$10 off the price of the book.  


